
WORLD POWERLIFTING FEDERATION
9th ANNUAL CONGRESS MINUTES

DATE: 22nd November 2007 at 19.15 hours.
VENUE:  Hampton Hilton Hotel, Torreon, MEXICO

Roll Call:
Erik Butzelaar HOL – President 


Jorg Rodiger GER – Vice President



David Carter – GB


Ed Fennema – HOL


Victor Gomez
- MEX


David Jeffrey – USA
Present
Martin Karius – GER



Mario Hernandez – MEX



Steve Denison – USA



Courtney Stanley – USA

Apologies:
David
Tickle GB – Secretary



Robert Campbell GB – Technical Officer

Acting Minute Secretary: David Carter GB
Presidents Address:

He explained that, there had been a hold over at Houston for flights to Torreon, which in any event he could not have arrived before 22.30 hours on the 21st. He had notified.

Victor Gomez MEX to this effect, but no other country.
It was agreed to review the previous evenings meeting not agreed decisions only.
That WPF Officers had to rotate for continuity. It was agreed that the following Officers would be elected this year as follows:

President one year, Vice President two years and Secretary three years. Thereafter on 
Rotation election every four years.
Treasurer, Technical Officer, Finance Officer and Records Registrar four years. 
That Iceland were seeking WPF affiliation

Report approved.

Minutes of 2006 Congress: Approved

Treasurers Report:
Treasurer did not attend.  The FO reported that Finance Officer and President had looked at books in June 2007, which showed USA had a shortfall around $40. Details below:

2.

It was also discovered those 2007 Affiliation Fees:
 Outstanding
100.00 euros Holland






100.00 euros Mexico






 40.00 euros USA
USA handed FO $40 and Mexico $140. This will be passed on to Treasurer.
Report approved

Secretary’s Report: 
Previously circulated was approved.
It was recorded a vote of thanks to David Tickle retiring Secretary for all his hard work in further developing the administrative affairs of the WPF.
Committee Reports: None held.
National Reports
Mexico: None.
Holland: None.
Germany: Gave information of 2008 European Championship, details below.
Austria: None.
Great Britain: None.
USA: None

Election of Officers:
Elected:
President – Erik Butzelaar HOL
Vice President – Jorg Rodiger GER

Secretary: Courtney Stanley USA

Technical Officer: Robert Campbell GB

Treasurer: Gerhard Hollietner AUS

Finance Secretary: David Carter GB
Records Registrar: Karen Matthews USA
Resolutions:

1. Proposed Holland Seconded USA.

A) The responsibility for organising any World or European championships under WPF rules is the National body of the organising country.

B) The National body must ensure the appointed meet director maintains the required standard that is required to host any of the above mentioned championships.  The minimum standards are detailed in the WPF promoter’s agreement which has to be 
3.

signed and adhered too; this includes the suitability of the venue, associated facilities and organisation of the Championships.

C) If the organising country fails to meet the above requirements they can be fined in order to pay back the entry fees to the lifters partly or in full.
D) This matter shall be decided in a board meeting at the Venue, in which the country in question is giving the opportunity to explain itself. 

All the above proposals unanimously agreed.

2. Proposed. GB seconded USA.
A) WPF Rule for Flights with less than 10 lifters - When a Flight consists of less than 10 lifters, compensatory time allowances shall be added at the end of each round as follows: for 9 lifters add 1 minute; 8 lifters add 2 minutes; 7 lifters add 3 minutes. 3 minutes is the maximum allowance permitted at the end of a round.

B) Fourth Attempts - Lifters will only be granted a fourth attempt if successful on their third attempt, it is for a record and approved by the Chief Referee. The record has to be for level of the championships participating in and above, not below. For example, at World Championships you cannot have a fourth attempt for a European or National record. At European Championships you cannot have a fourth attempt for a National record. But you could request a world record attempt.

C) WPF Affiliation Fees - That the WPF affiliation fees shall be 75 euro per annum, payable before 31st January to the Treasurer. That an invoice is sent to each affiliated country by the 7th January and acknowledged receipt by the Treasurer. Affiliation fees not received before 31st January shall be 150 euro.

D) EPC Affiliation Fees - That the EPC affiliation fees shall be 75 euro per annum, payable before 31st January to the Treasurer. That an invoice is sent to each affiliated country by the 7th January and acknowledged receipt by the Treasurer. Affiliation fees not received before 31st January shall be 150 euro.

E) WPF/EPC Affiliation Fees Fund end 31st December 2007 - That the WPF/EPC affiliation fees fund balance at 31st December 2007 be proportionally split by affiliated countries from Europe and the rest of the World between the WPF and EPC into a separate WPF and EPC accounts by the Treasurer. Proportion e.g. GB affiliated to EPC and WPF two portions, Mexico affiliated to WPF one portion; and so one with each affiliated countries
F) WPF/EPC RECORD CERTIFICATES - That with effect from 2007 WPF World Championships inclusive athletes requiring record certificates will need to provide the Records Registrar 5 euro for the first certificate and 3 euro for each subsequent certificate from the championships the records were broken, before they are distributed to cover administration, printing and postage costs.

4.

G) RECORDS SECRETARY - Create a new post of Records Secretary to administer all records and record certificates independently of the Executive Secretary.

All the above proposals unanimously agreed.

3. Proposed USA

A) Eliminate the monolift for any use in WPF – Not seconded, proposal lost.
B)  Allow lifters to enter Open and Master divisions with numbers carrying over for the other division. Same for Open and Junior.  – Withdrawn.
C)  Implement a World Deadlift Championship to be included with the World Benchpress Championship.  Seconded Germany, agreed.
D)  If World DL Championship is approved run it with the World BP Championship and separate it from the World Powerlifting Championship. Note: There is currently only one other world organization that runs a World Dead lift Championship and that is WABDL.  – Withdrawn.
E)  Make the minimum age 13 and set the age groups as 13-15, 16-18, and 19-23.  – Not seconded, lost.
F)  Recognize Sub-master 35-39 – Not seconded, lost.
G)  Allow Velcro on bench shirt as long as it completely closes the back of the shirt. – Seconded Germany, agreed 3 votes for 2 against.
H)  Eliminate power pant briefs and only allow groove briefs with no legs.  – Seconded Germany, agreed 3 votes for 2 against.
I)  Allow baby powder – Not seconded, lost.
J)  Change bench commands to Start and Rack. Judges will determine if bar was motionless. This will take out any possible bias. It will eliminate commands that are too slow or too fast. We don't have an up command in the squat. Why should we have a press command in the bench?  – Seconded Germany, lost 2 votes for 3 against.
K)  Allow lifters to go down a weight class if they are too light. – Withdrawn
L)  If a lifter fails to give their next attempt within the allotted time have them repeat for a failure or go up 2.5K if successful.  – Seconded Germany, agreed 3 votes for 2 against.
M)  Only allow 2 changes in the 3rd attempt in the dead lift as we have now, but no changes in the 2nd attempt for dead lift. – Seconded Germany, lost 2 votes for 3 against.
N)  Use lot numbers to determine what lifter will go first if the same weight is being attempted. – Seconded Germany, agreed.
O) Eliminate the Reshel formula and replace with the Wilks formula for teams and best lifters – Not seconded, lost.
5.

P) Allow white polo shirts with WPF patch and grey slacks for referees. Eliminate coat and tie. – Seconded Germany, agreed. It was optional for Nations to still wear blazer and tie
Q)  Restore USA lifter records that were set in the first WPF Worlds in Las Vegas in 1999 unless they have been broken.  – Seconded Germany, agreed.
New Member Applications.
USA approved,
Future Championships.

2008 European Championships – Germany gave details of 2008 European Championship dates from 26th to 29th June at Kulturhalle Stadt Forchheim 
(Jahnhalle) Friedrich-Ludwig-Jahn-Strabe, 91301 Forchheim , Germany.
2008 World Championships – Vienna, Austria. Dates 13th to 16th November 2008.
Approved. 
2009 World Championships – USA bid – Dates in November. To advise Secretary by no later that 30th September 2008 of dates and venue and circulate.
Approved

2010 World Championships – GB bid – Dates: In November. To advise Secretary by no later that 30th September 2009 of dates and venue and circulate.
Approved

AOB
GB raised the following:
Since the USPF Nationals in August 2007, USA Open lifters were allowed to claim Master WPF world records as well as the Open record. This is the FIRST TIME this has happened since the inception of the WPF.  If this is allowed, what can be the difference in a Master class lifter breaking Master and Open records or Teenager/Juniors class lifter breaking Open records? No other Nation as been previously granted this privilege, why had it started now?
After discussion, it was agreed, “that Open lifters only can be allowed to claim Master records if of age”, by 3 votes for 2 against.
2007 World Championships Officials
The following Referees were approved for these Championships:
GER: Martin Karius (Int) and Jorg Rodiger (Int)
GB: David Carter (Int) Jarnail Birring (Int) and Dean Drury (Nat)
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HOL: Erik Butzelaar (Int)
MEX: Victor Gomez (Int) Carlos Matus (Int) Mario Hernnadez (Nat) and Francisco Gomez (Nat) Saul Balderama (Int)
USA: David Jeffrey (Int) Steve Denison (Nat) Kevin Meskew (Nat) 
2007 World Championships Acting Technical Officer’s
In the absence of the TO Thursday and Sunday David Carter GB and Friday and Saturday Erik Butzelaar HOL.
Approved

Closure:

President closed the Congress meeting at 20.45 hours.

Foot note report:
International Referees Exam Invigilators David Carter GB and Erik Butzelaar HOL

Report the following:

Candidate: 
Dean Drury GB passed with 97%

                   
Steve Denison USA passed with 93%


       
Francisco Gomez MEX passed with 92%



Mario Hernandez MEX` passed with 90%

